
What is it?  

K2 or "Spice" is the name used for a mixture of herbs and spices that is typically sprayed with 

a synthetic compound chemically similar to THC, the psychoactive ingredients in marijuana. 

K2 was introduced in 2006 for use as incense. K2 is commonly purchased in head shops,  

tobacco shops, and over the Internet. It is often marketed as incense or "fake weed."  

Purchasing over the Internet can be dangerous because it is not usually known where the 

products come from or what amount of chemical is on the organic material. K2 is very  

dangerous because not much is known about the toxicity of the components.  

 

Appearance: 

K2 is typically sold in small, silvery plastic bags of dried leaves and marketed as incense that 

can be smoked. It is said to resemble potpourri. Bags are typically labeled “not for human  

consumption.”  

 

Uses:  

 Smoked in joints or pipes 

 Add it to food and drinks.  

Toxicity & Side Effects:  
Effects from K2 are very similar to those of marijuana and include: 
  
 Paranoia 

 Panic attacks 

 Giddiness 

 Hallucinations 

 Elevated heart rate 

 Elevated blood pressure 

 Respiratory Issues 

 Dilated Pupils 

 Vomiting 

 Numbness 

 Pale Skin 

 Agitation  

 

In some cases tremors, seizure, coma/unconsciousness have been known to occur. Very bad 

headaches can become an issue after a week of use.  
 
K2 appears to be stored in the body for long periods of time, and therefore the long-term  
effects on humans are not fully known. 
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Street Names:  
The following is a sample of street names 
for “K2” that are potentially harmful: 
 
 Bilss 

 Black Mamba 

 Blaze  

 Bombay Blue 

 Fake Weed 

 Genie 

 Incense 

 Pep Spice 

 Red X Dawn 

 Skunk 

 Smoke 

 Spice (Diamond, Silver, Gold) 

 Yucatan  

 Zohai or Zohal 

 Zohaisold 

Information compiled from: 
 US Drug Enforcement Administration :“K2”  
 http://www.justice.gov/dea/pubs/abuse/drug_data_sheets/k2_DrugDataSheet.pdf  
 US Drug Enforcement Administration: “Chemicals Used in ‘Spice’ and ‘K2’ Type Products Now   

Under Federal Control and Regulation”  
 http://www.justice.gov/dea/pubs/pressrel/pr030111.html 
 Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection  
 http://www.ct.gov/dcp/lib/dcp/drug_control/pmp/pdf/k2.pdf 

The Department of Health and Human Services does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, creed, 
gender, sexual orientation, age or national origin in admission or access to or operations of its programs, services, 
or activities, or its hiring or employment practices.  This notice is provided as required by Title II of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 and in accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 as amended, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, Title IX of the Education  
Amendments of 1972 and the Maine Human Rights Act.  Questions, concerns, complaints or requests for  
additional information regarding the ADA may be forwarded to DHHS ADA Compliance/EEO Coordinator, SHS 
#11, Augusta, ME 04333; (207) 287-4289 (V) or (207) 287-3488 (V), TTY: 800-606-0215.  Individuals who need 
auxiliary aids or services for effective communication in programs and services of DHHS are invited to make their 
needs and preferences known to the ADA Compliance/EEO Coordinator.  This information is available in alternate 
formats upon request. 

 
Caring..Responsive..Well-Managed..We Are DHHS. 

Legality:  
“The United States Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA)  
exercised its emergency scheduling authority to control five  
chemicals (JWH-018, JWH-073, JWH-200, CP-47,497, and  
cannabicyclohexanol) used to make so-called “fake pot”  
products.  Except as authorized by law, this action makes  
possessing and selling these chemicals or the products that  
contain them illegal in the United States. This emergency action 
was necessary to prevent an imminent threat to public health and 
safety. The temporary scheduling action will remain in effect for at 
least one year while the DEA and the United States Department of 
Health and Human Services (DHHS) further study whether these 
chemicals should be permanently controlled.”  

(March 1, 2011, DEA press release)  

For more information or to find  
substance abuse treatment services contact:  

Maine Office of Substance Abuse 
Information and Resource Center 

 
41 Anthony Ave. 

11 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333-0011 

 

Voice: 1-800-499-0027  or    
(207)287-8900 

Fax: (207) 287-8910 
TTY: 1-800-606-0215 

Email:  osa.ircosa@maine.gov 

mailto:osa.ircosa@maine.gov�
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